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Queft. A Bout twelve years ago a Tradef- 


man in this Town, who was newly 
fet up, married a young Woman who was about 
Jeventeen years of age, ber Relations were dead, 
her Fortunes were 600 |. which was paid him 
down on the day of Marriage, the Woman quick- 
ly found that her Husband negletted his Trade, 
which made her the more careful to get an infight 
into it her felf, and being a quick and induftri- 
00s Woman, in a little time fhe underftood and 
managed the Trade as well as any Man cou'd 
do; thus for eight years they lived together cre- 
ditably, quittly and comfortably, 4s any couple 
in the World, fhe being the fondeft and beft Wife 
(4s he ufed to fay) that ever Man had; in that 
eight years they hed fix Children, three of them 
are [till living. Tho this man was idle, yer for 
eight years he was no great fpender, but fince that 
time is fallea to Gaming, Drinking, &c. and has 
now [bent and confumed all that ever they are 
worth, and run bimfelf foin debt, that it w 
expetted every day when he {hall be thrown into 
Prifon, They have not for thefe four years 
lien in Bed together, which no body knew till 
he told it to one of his Neighbours, to whom be 
alfo declared, that for thefe two years he has 
not been capable of lying with anyWoman: This 
Neighbour of his is a fingle Man, has a free 
Eftate of 3001. per annum, and has made to 
the other this propofal, that if he and {he wou'd 
both confent, be (the fingle man) wou'd take her 
10 bim as his Wife, that he wou'd be bound to 
maintain the three Children, and to give them 
100 |, 2 piece when they fhall come to the age 
of twenty years That he will fettle on ber 100]. 
a year, which at her dé€ath fhe {hal have power 
to difpofe of as fhe pleafes ; and that he will al- 
low bim the faid Husband 20]. a year for his 
maintenance. —- The Man prefently confents, 
and was over-joyed at his good fortune; away 
they both went tothe Woman, and told her what 
they had agreed on if fhe wou'd confent thereto, 
and both urged it to her as much as poffible, but 
fhe obftinately denies, faying, that fhe is not [a- 
tisfied but that it is Adultery fo to do. Now, 
whether is it not the fume thing in the fight of 
God {in this Womans cafe) as tho her Husband 
were really dead, finee inthe firft place be never 
took care for hey maintenance, and fince he has 
not for thefetwo years been-capable of perform- 
ing Matrimonial Duties? Ile affure you the 
whole Relationis true toa Tuttle. 

Anfw. We cowd heartily with the Rela- 
tion were not true, as alfo that the Perfons 
that fent it had given themfelves the /ibert 
of thinking, what the meaning of thefé words 
are, For better for worfe, tik death do us part, 
which were fo folemnly vowed in the pre- 
fence of God,@c. how ridiculoufly impious 
it looks, to cajole Heaven, and to make 
Bargains with God, as if he were a Man; nay, 


and {0 filly a owe too, as to be over-reach’d3 «i 


but, miftake not your /e /ves,Ged it not mock- 
ed, nor Can any plaufible pretences take with 
him, tho it may with prejudicate perfons. 
Tt had been as reafonable to have propos’d 
Leafes in Heaven, or to offer Security for a 
hundred yzars maintendrice if the grave. °Tis 
enough for the injur’d to feek for Juftice, 
and not the injurious themfelves. The un- 
happy good-natur’d Woman, who/t Modefty 
re/pect, &ec. wou'd not fuffer her to divulge 
her Husbands Infamy, & her own barbarous 
Treatment does certainly deferve better, 
than tobe brought into further Unbappine/s, 
If the Propofers object, that the Law it felf 
allows Divorces, we anfwer, it does fo, both 
the Law of God, and the Law of this Land; 
and they both make Adultery to be a fuff- 
cient warrant: Adultery is not here men- 
tioned, but ‘tis to be feared “tis too greata 
truth, for his vertuous Wife cou’d not make 
him in the condition reprefented. Nay, if 
Adultery it felf be granted (tho’ none but 
the moft. infatuated wretches love Calumny 
and Difhonour, if caus’d by their own Con- 
duct) yet the Law aéts regularly, Divorce- 
ment may be from Bed and Board, but fecond 
Marriages are not-fufter’d, or if they were, 
what néed of 20 |. per annum to the firft 
Husband and Portions to the Children, 
fince it might have been done without 2 
that very part, of the propofal argues guilt 
and an indifpenfable Obligation ? but we’ 
fuppofe the Law of the Land wou'd allow a 
fecond Marriage in cafe of Adultery ( tho’ it 
does not) perhaps no Hiftory or Records 
will afford an example, {0 full of folly, dif- 
grace, uokindnefs, and ridicule as this, 

ut to che particulars of the Queftion, whe- 
ther #on-maintenance, 8c. render not her 
husband dead in the fight of God, we an- 
fwer no, both the qualifications fpecify'd, 
have been manifefted, and the forbearance 
of either through an impoffibility cannot 
now have rhe contrary for we have 
not one prefident for it either in Law, Hijto- 
ry or Divinity. 

Queft. Js it not better to Dye than Live ? 

Anfo. The Quetfion ht co have per- 
ticularized one of thefe, whether.is better 
for a or an ill Man, an Animal or 
a Vegetative to Dye or Live;‘and then a 
Direct folucion might have been givens but 
fuppofing the CQueéftion means in General 
Terms, we anfwer, that Life is much more 
defireable chan Death, by a common Infiné& 
of Self preferoation, all Creatares fhun that 
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it felf or the reft of the Creation, but in 
the fir(t there's particular impreffes. of, anc 
Communications from the Great Divine Ors- 
ginal Good ; nay agood man himfelf, what- 
ever the Stoicks dream’d of, would 
afraid of the Grave, were he not in hopes 
of living again ; Life 1s the all of every Being, 
being a part of him whois the Fountain of 
Life ; what perfection, happinefS , enjoy- 
ment, @c. can be expected in Norbingne/s ? 
All that can be pretended in favour of the 
contrary opinion, is the abfence of Evi! ; 
there (fay they) we fhall meet with no 
Creflés, Difappointments, Pain, Mifery, and 
(in fhort) fnone of the Evils of Life. 
To which I anfwer, that the prefence of 
Good is more defireable, than the abfence 
of Evil, again, every individual Animal of 
the Creation may be happy, Birds, Beafs 
and Fifbes, feek no further than Moderare 
well temper'd Elements, to fly, breathe, and 
{wim in, and fufficient food to live upon, 
when they enjoy this, they can feek no 
farther, and if (o, they muft be happy; for 
if not,they would feek for happinefs in fome- 
thing elfe ; Manonly that sregular, reftlefs 
Lump, who knows no Medinm of things, but 
is much more happy or miferable rhan all 
the reft of the Creation, is not left detti- 
tute of his reftand end, towit, God ; if he 
will be fo inconfiderate, notwithftanding 
his frequent difappointments, to renew his 
fearch after happinefs, where itis not to be 
found, he has only himfelf to blame, but 
he has no caufe toaccufe Heaven, who has 
taken care enough for his happinefs, un- 
oe he expeéts to be made happy againft his 

ill. 

Queft. Is not Opinion the ftrongeft thing in 
the World ? 

Anfw. No: Reafon or Truth is much 
fironger. If it be objected, that that muft be 
the f{trongeft which conquers moft, but 
above halt the World isrul’d by Opinion, 
therefore it is the {trongeft. -—-Weanfwer 
that the Major Propofition, is faulty, fince it 
does not fuppofe ¢ asitfhould ) an equality 
in the fubjects to be Conquer’d, as for in- 
france ; a {trong Cat (pardon the Metaphor) 
may kill but fix Rats, whilft a weak one, 

1 kill a dozen Mice;thusRea/on and Opinion 
in making their Conquefts, chufe different 
fubjeéts to work upon, but above three 
quarters of the World being weak, unthink- 
ing perfons, Opinion makesa greater Con- 

ueft of ‘em, than reafon does upon thofe 
ew that it can find worthy its Empire. 

Quelt. Hath the World any kindnefs in't but 
Intereft ? ‘oy : 

Anfw. No: ’Tis Selfifhnefs and our own 
dear Intereft that is at the root of all friend- 
fhip, not to mention thole sittle benefits for 
by-ends which are fo common in the World, 
we'll go to thé greateft Inftances and Proofs 
of Friendfbip; nay, we'll farmount thefe too, 

» to thofe Obligations where mutual 
Flefh and Blood cannot be heard to make 
theityPlea in this cafe; and amongtt the reft, 


if We confides the brave fayings of the Philo: 
fopher, of loving Vertue for its own fake, and 
thecommon rapture of fome of our Divines 
too, who tell us of loving God for his own 


be fake; thefe are great fayings, but perhaps 


have more of the Platonick Spirit in ‘em 
than Reafon, I wou'd (and that with as 
much Modefty as the honour of Truth wilP 
warrant) ask thefe perfons the meaning of 
that paflage in St. Jobn, We love him, becaufe 
he firft loved ws. Ste Fobn that beloved ‘Dif 
ciple had the greateft flights and affurances, 
but he excludes not Se/f in the Enumeration. 
And ’tis impoffible it fhou’d be otherwife, 
I cannot do my friend a kindnefs, frce/y (as 
we fay ) but Ido it, becaufe I my felf ha- 
ving the /atisfattion in ferving my Friend, 
Nay, /uppofe 1 die to fave my Friends life, 
which is the greareft Teftimony (if any) of 
an uninterefted Friendfhip,; yet even there my 
own fiveet felf is chiefly concern’d 5 for in fo 
doing it is a greater fatisfaction to me to die 
for him, than not. *Tis fo in Martyrdom for 
Chrift's fake, the pleafure in that great OF 
fice by manifefting and declaring this glory, 
defign, and fecure our own. 

Queft. How does a Spirit become vifible ? 

__ Anfwer. A Spirit cannot become Vij/ible, 
‘tis not an object for a AZaterial Eye, being 
it felf not Matter. What appears to us is 
fomething that a Spirit affumes, as Condens d 
Air, or the like wherein it acts, 

Queft. What reafon Can you affert why the 
Miracled Stones on Salisbury Plain can’t be 
number'd, I defign to gothat way fpeedily, if 
you will give me, your vpinion what method 
flould fe, I'll {pare no coy: sto accomplifh my des 
fign in numbring’em ? 

_ Anf. Numbring is the prerogative and 
right of Rational Beings, that we may num- 
ber, and number perfectly is certain to a de- 
monftration, unlefs hindered by fome Supe- 
rior Agent, we are forbidden numbring in 
two cafes ( unlefs fuperftitioufly | by Hea- 
ven, nor can I ever believe that our free 
will is ref{trained in it. I’m {ure Angels and 
Spirits a& not without particular Commiffion 
in any thing we do, and fure 1 am, what- 
ever power good Angels may have over us 
by Commiffion, the Devil and his Angels 
cant hinder us, unle{s we are become /o little 
as to be bis Servants, by falfe per{wafion and 
a blinded Faith, I mean as to any opera- 
tions they can have over us, by the means 
of Number,Charms,C har atters.8c.So that our 
advice is either to /et "em alone, which would 
fhew a great command over your felf at fuch 
an opportunity, and alfoa flighting the Devik, 
by not honouring him fo far as to doubt 
of his power by atryal, but if you are.ré- 
folv'd to try, becaufe you think it a Fable: 
ufe your own reafon in marking a place to be- 
gin at, as you would in other things, if 
there be really any thing in it, asto an im- 
poflibility of Numbring ’em, pray give usa 
particular Account of your Tryal, at your re- 
turn, and you hall have our further thoughts 
upon the whoR. 
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